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Annual Report

Working
for a
w o r l d of
enough
for all

Mennonite
Central
Committee

Give
me

neither poverty nor
riches; feed me with
the food that I need"
(Prov. 30:8b).

"MCC seeks to demonstrate God's
love through committed women and
men who work among people suffer-
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ing from poverty, conflict, oppression
and natural disaster. M C C serves as
a channel for interchange between
churches and community groups
where we work and the North
American churches who send us, so
that all may grow and be transformed." (from MCC's Mission
Statement)

MAIL

21 South 12th Street, PO
Box 500, Akron PA 175010500.
FAX (717) 859-2171
E-MAIL FOR GENERAL
CORRESPONDENCE

mailbox@MCC.org
MCC'S WORLD WIDE WEB HOMEPAGE ADDRESS

http://www.
mennonitecc.ca/mcc/

Where is your nearest MCC office?
Mennonite Central
Committee and MCC U.S.
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500
Akron, PA 17501-0500
(717)859-1151
(717) 859-3889

Mennonite Central
Committee Canada
134 Plaza Drive
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9
(204)261-6381

MCC Central States
106 West 24th Street
PO Box 235
North Newton, Kansas 67117
(316) 283-2720

MCC Alberta
76 Skyline Crescent N.E.
Calgary, AB T2K 5X7
(403) 275-6935

MCC East Coast
21 South 12th Street
PO Box 500
Akron, PA 17501-0500
(717)859-3889
MCC Great Lakes
13363 Jericho Road, Box 82
Kidron, OH 44636
(330) 857-7721
West Coast MCC
1010 G Street
Reedley, CA 93654
(209)638-6911
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MCC British Columbia
Box 2038
Abbotsford, BC V2T 3T8
(604) 850-6639
MCC Manitoba
134 Plaza Drive
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9
(204)261-6381
MCC Ontario
50 Kent Avenue
Kitchener, ON N2G 3R1
(519)745-8458
MCC Saskatchewan
600 - 45th Street West
Saskatoon, SK S7L 5W9
(306) 665-2555

Child in Sudan. MCC photo by Howard Zehr.
Bread for sale at MCC Relief Sale. MCC photo by Heidi Thomsen.
On the cover: Pictured is Ganame Wendkouni who works on dam construction in
Djibo, Burkina Faso, with MCC worker Steve Guether. MCC photo by Howard Zehr.
Center spread: Watering kale plants at dusk preserves precious moisture for this
Brazilian farmer. MCC photo by Mark Beach.
a Common Place is published by MCC, a relief, service and community development agency that strives for peace, justice and the dignity of all people by sharing
its experiences, resources and faith in Jesus Christ. Our point of view is shaped by
the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ faith tradition and some 900 workers serving
in 50 countries in food production, health, education, job creation, refugee assistance and conciliation. MCC is sponsored by the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
churches in North America.

We're engaged in a "divine interchange"

by Ronald J. R. Mathies
M C C Executive Director

Mennonite Central Committee in 1996 continued to be an
agent of divine interchange—and to work for a world of
enough for all.
War and violence plagued many places we worked.
The Great Lakes region of Africa was the focus of both
M C C program efforts and media coverage. M C C workers
in Burundi and eastern Zaire were forced to evacuate periodically. At the end of the year the human tragedy was of
immense proportions. M C C , together with the Mennonite
churches of Zaire and mission boards working there,
called our churches to a day of prayer on December 1.
Peacebuilding, food shipments and collection of blankets
contributed to the sharing of sustenance and security.
M C C also responded to ongoing turmoil in Serbia,
Croatia and Bosnia with peace education and relief supplies. The Christmas "Share" project sent 6,402 food
boxes to our partner, Bread of Life, in Serbia. Many North
American churches, families, schools and community
groups gathered food so that others might have "something," even though still "too little."
Too much insecurity and the fear of invasion in Gaza
and the West Bank in September resulted in invitations by
Palestinian partners for delegations to see first-hand how
peace efforts were being thwarted. Staff from the Ottawa
and Washington offices travelled to the region and have
since advocated for peace in their respective capitals.
M C C U.S. took significant steps this year to implement "Broadening the Vision"—an effort to address hatred
and discord among people of different races and ethnicities
in the United States. Plans were set in motion to establish a
new service program in Philadelphia to attract participation across broad racial and ethnic lines. Eight staff also
completed the "Damascus Road" training program for dismantling racism in institutions. The Racism Awareness
Program and Mennonite Disaster Service cooperated in the
"Ribbon of H o p e " campaign to support African-American
and other congregations whose churches were destroyed
by arsonists.
Conflict resolution work across Canada continued
to grow—along with interest in the foundational concept
of restorative justice, which focuses on crime's harms
rather than the rules broken. Community-based mediation
agencies in British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan,

Ronald J. R. Mathies. MCC photo by Tony Siemens.

Manitoba, Ontario, Labrador and New Brunswick form a
network of MCC-related efforts. M C C supporters in
Canada raised more than $11 million Cdn./$8.1 million
U.S. for the work of MCC—through donations, and by
working in thrift stores, relief sales and in other ways.
Through the Canadian Foodgrains Bank M C C was able to
send another $10 million Cdn./$7.4 million U.S. worth of
food.
Hundreds of workers, thousands of volunteers and
many more supporters in Mennonite and Brethren in
Christ churches and beyond enable M C C to continue this
work, "In the name of Christ." •

"Food is a gift to be shared. Action that
seeks to make an adequate diet available
to all people is a witness to God's love
and grace" (MCC food policy).
In 1996 MCC supplied the following to
some 30 countries:
food
12,791 metric tons valued at
$12 million Cdn./$8.8 million U.S.
(including 6,402 food boxes sent to the
Former Yugoslavia)
clothes/bedding valued at
$2.2 million Cdn./$1.6 million U.S.
medical supplies valued at
$334,870 Cdn./$244,455 U.S.
school supplies valued at
$871,700Cdn./$636,342 U.S.
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enough
"Let the favor of the Lord our God
be upon us, and prosper for us the
work of our hands" (Ps. 90:17).

Maria Elena Poma de Lopez creates a
kaleidoscope of colorful brushes—10 to
15 dozen a week—in a rickety lean-to in
her backyard in Santa Cruz, Bolivia.
Maria, prime supporter of her six children ages 8 months to 17, is one of
some 20 individuals—mostly women
with children and few job opportunities—that MCC workers have helped to
start small businesses. Maria learned
how to make brushes three years ago.
An MCC worker helps her with
accounting and marketing. MCC photo
by Mark Beach.
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"Wow!
That's not much to make a real difference in her life," I
thought as I read about MCC's income generation work in
Bolivia. Money I might spend on a pair of winter boots,
invested in a business idea of an impoverished Bolivian
woman, has the power to turn her life around.
When deciding how to share a windfall, my spouse
and I remembered the article in "a Common Place." We
like how a mustard seed investment can grow and grow.
We appreciate the human touch M C C workers add to a
simple business loan. We value the gift's longevity—it benefits the recipient for life, and when the loan is repaid it
can similarly help someone else.
Much of our wealth comes from the fluke of being
born into a society with capital. We've long wanted to
share capital with someone in the two-thirds world; this
project helped us do it. Thanks.
—comments from M C C supporters •

Job creation and economic develop-

Overseas MCC's job creation/income

ment are increasingly significant

generation efforts seek to improve

parts of M C C ' s work. Growth of the

the situation of the "losers".

global economy has created winners

Sometimes this means helping rural

and losers—concentrating wealth,

people generate income so they can

land and business opportunities in

stay in their homes. In other cases

the hands of relatively few people.

M C C also works with those on the

Those without access to the global

fringes of urban centers, helping peo-

economy, many of t h e m w o m e n , face

ple establish viable businesses. In

an increasingly desperate situation.

Canada, M C C creates employment

More and more people are moving to

for people who, for various reasons,

urban areas, seeking jobs that can-

have trouble finding and keeping

not be filled by unskilled people.

jobs.

New jobs in Canada
"We want to be in solidarity with people who are poor in
foreign countries and we want to be in solidarity with people who are denied opportunity in our own country."
—Garry Loewen, Employment Concerns Director
for M C C Manitoba
Despite an improving economy, unemployment in Canada
remains a chronic problem, hovering around 10 percent
this past year. M C C is helping create jobs, particularly for
the disadvantaged.
M C C Canada is a partner in a tire recycling
company that will create more than 100 jobs in the economically depressed Atlantic provinces. The first recycling
plant was up and running in early 1997.
In March 1996 M C C Manitoba entered into an
agreement with the Province of Manitoba to help welfare
recipients find work. The goal is to place some 250 people
in full-time work over a two-year period.
A number of young people in British Columbia
(B.C.) are gaining valuable on-the-job training and work
experience through MCC-coordinated projects with an
environmental focus: trail building, stream cleaning and
tree planting. Other recent M C C B.C. employment initiatives include job training programs for abuse survivors and
welfare recipients.
M C C Alberta has seen considerable growth in its employment
development efforts over the past
year. It now offers three programs:
self-employment for low income
people, job training for immigrants, and training for youth. •

On-the-job training in British
Columbia has an environmental
focus. MCC photo by G. Bruce
Hildebrand.

Chopping water hyacinth
weeds is the first step to
an income for this
Bangladeshi woman. MCC
photo by Pearl Sensenig.

Creating work from weeds
" N o w I can support myself and I don't have to depend on
anyone else," says Sitara Begum, taking a rare moment to
rest in the doorway of her home. Toiling from dawn to
dusk, Sitara cares for her daughter, milks her cows, cooks
and cleans—and daily crafts about 60 sheets of paper in
her "spare" time.
Many rural Bangladeshi women in Sitara's situation—a woman abandoned by her husband—must resort
to begging. But Sitara is able to provide for herself, her
child and her mother because of Biborton, an M C C job
creation program.
Sitara collects water hyacinth, a purple-flowered
weed that clogs her village's canals. She strips off the flowers and leaves, then chops, boils and mashes the fibrous
stems. From the pulp she makes paper.
Over the past five years, M C C workers have
researched ways to develop products from water hyacinth,
using common household equipment and no electricity.
They finally refined a process that produces export quality
paper, now being sold in North America through Ten
Thousand Villages (formerly SELFHELP Crafts of the
World). Today 18 women earn income by making paper
through Biborton. •
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peace

"Those who desire life... let them
turn away from evil and do good; let
them seek peace and pursue it"
(from I Peter 3:10-11).

Christ's call to peacemaking is central
to MCC's work. Workers seek to listen
to the voices of peace, learn from
indigenous responses and empower
those working for positive change. In
1996 MCC has worked for peace by
assisting war victims, by reconstructing
following wars, by seeking to alleviate
conditions causing conflict and by
bringing people together across lines of
conflict. Peacemaking can also prevent
many devastating effects of war such
as hunger, displacement and the breakdown of agriculture, medical and other
community systems. Assisting
refugees, who are the victims of war,
requires much of MCC's resources—
58 percent of food assistance, for
example. In North America, workers
mediate conflict and teach mediation
skills. Commitment to peace translates
into many involvements—through workers who "seek peace and pursue it."
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Demonstrating love
( q "enomies" in Iraq

Every Friday Tahrir Square in
Baghdad, Iraq, turns into a flea market—but with a serious air most
Mother with a
North American shoppers wouldn't
newborn in Mosul,
recognize. People are hawking their
Iraq. Many come
belongings so they can buy food.
to
the hospital
"Extras" have already been sold—
empty-handed,
now people are parting with those
with no supplies
items closest to their hearts. A young
for their babies.
musician implores passersby to purPhoto courtesy of
chase his record collection. Children
Michael Nahhal.
sell their toys. A man sells his showersize gas water heater. Hearing aids,
eight or 10 of them, are for sale in a
glass case.
People in Iraq continue to struggle under international sanctions, imposed in 1990 before the Persian Gulf
War to punish Iraq for invading Kuwait. But those most
adversely affected are Iraqi children born since then—a
half million children under 5 are estimated to have died
due to poor nutrition and inadequate medical care.
M C C demonstrates love to Iraqi people, who are
labeled "enemies" by many. Despite delays in approval
from the United Nations, in 1996 M C C was able to send
comforters, canned meat and school kits to Iraq—most
supplies went to children. As well, M C C has begun recruiting pediatric surgeons to serve on short-term medical
teams to Iraq. •

On the move
"When soldiers arrived in our compound, people began
screaming and running. Two sons were with me. We
grabbed a few things and followed the crowd. I didn't
know where my wife and other seven children were,"
recounts Jonathan, a Rwandan forced to flee to Zaire.
Stories of killings, separated families, lost children
and terror-filled flights from war zones have been repeated
throughout central Africa in 1996, as in previous years.
Some refugees, like Jonathan, were reunited with their
families. Others are alone, haunted by the violence they
have witnessed, uprooted from all that is familiar.
M C C tries to provide healing amidst the tremendous
pain in this region. In Burundi, where violence continues to
drive people from their homes, workers arrange meetings
between Hutu and Tutsi church leaders. M C C also supports trauma healing workshops for women to share their
stories and pray together. And M C C workers helped organize peace workshops in the Rwandan refugee camps in
Zaire. By the end of 1996 most Rwandans returned home,
although an unknown number remain in Zaire.
Canadian farmers' donations to the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank enabled M C C to share food valued at
nearly $5.5 million Cdn./$4 million U.S. in the region in
1996. Families, individuals and church groups throughout
N o r t h America also donated thousands of blankets for
needy people in Zaire. M C C photo by Dave Klassen. •

The following is from a letter sent by recipients of M C C
"refugee kits" in Belgrade, Serbia:

Dear friends,
Many miles separate us, but only physically while
love, spirit and goodwill ties us together. All you are
doing is a kind deed toward us who are in a stage of
personal desolation and uncertainty, full of disappointment and bitterness.
For good people, the world is small. You showed
us that. You did not ask for a meeting, did not select us
because of religion, nationality
or race. Your heart and soul had
only one desire: to help those
caught in a tragedy. We have
faith in God because we are
with him always. We believe
that one day we will live normally, have our home, food and
freedom, and meet all our needs
through normal work.
We are grateful for everything you are doing to help us in
these difficult
moments.
Love from our family,
Vladimira Spasojevia
In 1996 M C C sent 4,664 "refugee kits," (boxes of
hygiene supplies) and 6,402 food boxes to Bread of
Life, an agency assisting refugees in Belgrade. M C C
workers also participated in "Hope for the Balkans," a
conference sponsored by the Serbian Evangelical
Conference that promoted unity among the region's
evangelical churches. Each conference delegate received
a postcard version of an M C C poster, "A modest proposal for peace." M C C photo, by Kevin King, of
refugees receiving M C C comforters. •
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The earth is the Lords and all that is in it" (Ps. 24:1)

"The earth is the Lord's
and all that is in it" (Ps. 24:1).

Exchange has "opened the world"
Djibrine Banatine, above, directs a Bible school for church
leaders in Bitkine, a village bordering the Sahara Desert in
Chad. His strong commitment to the church has been bolstered by the new perspective he gained during a year in
North America with MCC's International Visitor
Exchange Program (IVEP).
"IVEP opened for me what the world looks like,"
says Djibrine. "I have learned not only America's culture
but also the culture of the whole world by sharing with
other [participants from Africa, Asia, Latin America,
Europe and the Middle East]. I did not imagine that everywhere the church is the same and doing its work to unify
the membership," he wrote after his term.
Chadian churches have also hosted 12 North
American young people through MCC's SALT (Serving
and Learning Together) program, one of whom was baptized in the Chadian church.
"The best part of this exchange is having someone
be a part of our society, sharing common ground, sharing
Christian fellowship," said pastor Abel Ndjerareou, whose
vision inspired the exchange.
Djibrine has returned to his community with
renewed energy. As well as training church leaders, he is a
pastor and organizes youth Bible camps.
Six other former IVEP participants, who now live in
N'Djamena, Chad's capital, have started a library for students called, Centre Fraternite (Brotherhood Center). In a
country where books are scarce, the library is a valuable
resource. M C C photo by Pearl Sensenig. •
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Sharing love and learning with children
Becky Cheng, above left, and Catherine Leung, members
of Love Truth Mennonite Church in Philadelphia, Pa.,
turned their skills, education and love of children into a
unique learning experience in the summer of 1996. Part of
the M C C U.S. Summer Service Program, Leung and
Cheng, who are studying mathematics and social work,
both at Philadelphia's Temple University, developed curriculum and planned activities for a 10-week children's
program.
"We emphasize cooperation, life skills and organizational skills," says Leung of the program held in the
church's basement. Activities included cooperative games,
cooking, cleaning and folding clothes. "We also encourage
respect for parents," says Cheng.
Many of the children, recent immigrants to the
United States, now attend Saturday Chinese language classes at Love Truth. Leung and Cheng also plan to start a
children's choir and fellowship for them. Summer Service is
a program in which participants from Asian/Pacific
Islander, Native American, Hispanic and African-American
communities serve in their churches and neighborhoods.
M C C photo by Howard Zehr. •

A study in
concentration—
four-year-old
Camila with MCC
physical therapist
Anita Eisenbeis.
MCC photo by
Mark Beach.

I can do it!

Much of MCC's work strengthens local
churches, schools and other institutions in communities suffering from
poverty, conflict, oppression and natural disaster. The goal is always to
encourage long-term growth and selfsufficiency. Sometimes this means
MCC workers advocate on behalf of
people with few opportunities. MCC
also believes learning is a two-way
street. North American workers return
home with insights gained through living in a new culture, and international
visitors to North America take their
experiences back to their home communities. This leads to growth and
transformation for many.

Four-year-old Camila is a study in
concentration as she struggles to grasp
each of the 10 cups and stack them
on her other side — an exercise to
improve coordination and muscle
control. Helped by M C C physical
therapist Anita Eisenbeis, Camila successfully completes the task and lights
the room with an extra-bright smile.
Many families in Brazil's impoverished northeast can barely provide
for healthy children let alone for those
children born with physical or mental
_______
disabilities.
When Camila's mother, Maria, noted
her daughter's delayed development,
she took her to two doctors in their town, Gravata, located
just west of Recife. One simply told Maria that Camila
was an invalid who would never walk. Another cited a
lack of vitamins.
Dissatisfied with these explanations, Maria took
Camila to a specialist in Recife. There she learned Camila
had cerebral palsy, caused by a lack of oxygen during her
traumatic, prolonged birth. "The word 'cerebral palsy'
almost killed me inside," Maria relates.
Fortunately, Maria found help and support right in
her own town, through SERC, a rehabilitation center built
by parents of children with disabilities. N o w Camila is
among 40 children who receive physical, speech, sensory
and occupational therapy daily.
Maria has seen her daughter progress. "She has
become sturdier. She's not so limp anymore," she says.
Some day Camila may even walk.
M C C has assisted SERC since 1991 with grants
and more recently, the placement of Anita as a physical
therapist. M C C will continue its support through the
Global Family sponsorship program. M C C photo by
Mark Beach. •

a Common Place

11

^

"Ifyau

offer your food to the
hungry and satisfy the
needs of the afflicted,
your light shall rise in the
darkness and your gloom
will become like noonday" (Isaiah 58:10).

Honduras

Darker areas on
this map indicate
countries where
MCC workers
served in 1996.

Servant leaders needed
for meeting human needs
by Dwight J. McFadden Jr., Personnel Services Director

M C C is looking for servant leaders—those who seek to
give of themselves on behalf of the hungry and minister to
the needs of the oppressed. God calls us to be servants, to
maintain justice and to do what is right. Responding to
Isaiah's call to feed the hungry is a genuine practice of
righteousness.
Thirty-five Christian relief and development agencies
from around the world met in Oxford, England, June 20
to 23,1996, to consider their goals for the 21st century.
They discussed how to address the human needs arising
from overpopulation, lack of stewardship of natural
resources, and pollution of air, land and water. They identified an increase in poverty, abuse of human rights of
indigenous people and reduction of biodiversity as issues
needing urgent attention.
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MCC photos (from
left to right) by
Jon Warren, Paul
Jeffrey and Pearl
Sensenig.

These agencies identified as priorities: producing
food, cash crops and jobs; environmental education; management and conservation of eco-systems; waste disposal
management; health education to slow down population
growth; watershed management and conservation; and
increased recycling.
MCC also sees these issues as priorities. In 1997 we
will be recruiting for some 200 more workers—agriculturists, appropriate technologists, community development
workers, conservationists, teachers, engineers, health
workers and nutritionists. The numbers and types of
assignments will continue to change and grow. We also
welcome discussion with you about assignment possibilities outside of the above categories. Is God calling you to
serve with MCC? •

Personnel
In service on 11/30/96
by country and continent

Africa
Angola
Botswana
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Chad
Ethiopia
Kenya
Lesotho
Mozambique
Nigeria
Somalia
South Africa
Sudan
Swaziland
Tanzania
Uganda
Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Indonesia

East Asia
China
Kingdom of Cambodia
Laos
Thailand
Vietnam

118
2
9
15
2
7
2
8
4
10
8
2
8
9
7
3
7
5
7
3

38
12
11
1
2
12

Central & South Asia 59
Afghanistan
Bangladesh
India
Indonesia
Nepal
Philippines

Europe
Croatia
Germany
Lithuania
Northern Ireland
Russia
Serbia
Switzerland
Ukraine

key (with totals)
Agriculture
Community Development
Economic and Technical
Health
| Education
I Religious/Social Services
| Administration/Support Services
SALT Int'l/SALT Canada/U.S. Service
Study Assistance/Storytelling/Other

Guatemala

33
41
131
33
103
105
137
38
8

Latin America

MCC Service Workers

by vocation and location (not salaried staff)
Africa
East Asia
Central/South Asia
Europe
Latin America
Middle East

United States

o

25

50

75

100

125

1
2
1
2
6
1
7
1

115
23
13
2
9
6
13
6
17
11
9
4
2

Middle East

28

Egypt
Jordan
Lebanon
Syria
West Bank

14
4
2
4
4

Cdn. Service Workers
Cdn. Salaried Staff
U.S. Service Workers
U.S. Salaried Staff

Grand Total

a Common Place 1 3

r

21

Bolivia
Brazil
Costa Rica
El Salvador
Guatemala
Haiti
Honduras
Jamaica
Mexico
Nicaragua
Paraguay
Peru

North America

Canada

2
17
5
19
8
8

514
125
106
125
158

893

Your dollars at work
by Berry Friesen, Administration and Resources Director

Consolidated income
Estimated income to all M C C offices—local, national and
binational—totaled $64.4 million Cdn./$47.2 U.S. in the
fiscal year 1996. This total was up 3 percent from 1995
and exceeded slightly the previous record level of contributions set in 1994.
Cash gifts increased by more than 7 percent and the
value of gifts-in-kind such as blankets, food boxes and
school kits jumped 18 percent. Income from the thrift
shops, relief sales and housebuilding was virtually
unchanged from 1995. Non-governmental grants declined
by 2 percent and sales by Ten Thousand Villages, formerly
SELFHELP Crafts of the World, declined by nearly 4 percent.
Income largely from MCC's church constituency—
cash gifts, gifts-in-kind, and revenue from thrift shops,
relief sales and housebuilding—accounted for nearly 53
percent of total income.

Consolidated expenses
Estimated expenses for all M C C offices totaled $63.2 million Cdn./$46.3 million U.S., a 2 percent decline from
1995. Income exceeded expenses by $1.2 million
Cdn./$0.9 million U.S., thereby adding to reserves. M C C
devoted 39 percent of its resources to Ten Thousand
Villages and programs in Africa.
Expenditures on U.S. and Canadian programs and
for fundraising and support were virtually unchanged from
1995. Activity increased sharply in the Africa, Europe and
Former Soviet Union programs due to large shipments of
material resources to those regions. Activity declined in
Asia and the Middle East because fewer resources were
shipped to those regions.
These consolidated data summarize the activity of 12
M C C entities as reported in seven different financial statements in Canada and the United States.
Copies of audited financial statements may be
obtained from local M C C offices. •

income largely from MCC's church
constituency—cash gifts, gifts-in-kind,
revenue from shops, sales and houses—accounted for just over one-half of
total support. Cash and material contributions were only part of the picture.
Untold hours of volunteer time were
equally vital and enabled MCC to channel 88 percent of expenses to program.

MCC Consolidated Income
Income received at all MCC offices
$47.2 million U.S.
Gifts-in-kind
4.4 million.
Other incc
4.0 mil

Cash gifts
12.5 million

Ten Thousand
Villages sales _
8.5 million

Shops, relief sales,
houses
7.9 million
Governmental grants
8.7 million

3%
\
Non-governmental grants
1.2 million

MCC Consolidated Expenses
Expenses disbursed from all MCC offices
$46.3 million U.S.
Support/fundraising
5.4 million
Africa
8 million

Ten Thousand
Villages
9.2 million

Asia
6.3 million

Europe and
Former Soviet Unioi
3.1 million

U.S. program
2.7 million
Canadian program
4.8 million
Other overseas
0.9 million
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Latin America
3.7 million
Middle East
1.4 million

MCC U.S.
in U.S. dollars
for 12 months ended November 30, 1996

MCC International Expenses
$32.3 million U.S.

Support/fundraising
2.2 million

Agriculture work
3.3 million

Ten Thousand
Villages
6.2 million

Emergency/
material
resources
11.3 million

Religion/peace
2.9 million
Social services
2.0 million
Health
0.9 million

We received $4,665,000 from:
contributors
programs that earn revenue
gifts-in-kind such as food, clothing, bedding
other income
TOTAL income received was

$3,817,000
624,000
158,000
66,000
$4,665,000

We used $4,355,000 for:
community service work
leadership development for people of color
short-term youth programs
peace and justice work
regional offices
fundraising
collecting material resources
distributing gifts-in-kind
executive office and support
TOTAL spending was

$750,000
335,000
185,000
838,000
597,000
493,000
429,000
158,000
570,000
$4,355,000
$310,000

Net assets increased by

4%
Economic/technical
Education
1.2 million
2.3 million

MCC Canada
in Canadian dollars
for the 12 months ended August 31, 1996

MCC International
in U.S. dollars
for 12 months ended November 30, 1996
We received $32,685,000 from:
Canadian contributors
U.S. contributors
other contributors
grants from non-governmental agencies
grants from governmental agencies
sales of Ten Thousand Villages items
earnings from investments
programs that earn revenue
other sources
material resources from Canadian donors .
material resources from U.S. donors
TOTAL income received was

$3.,203,000
8,485,000
120,000
1,133,000
2,083,000
6,191,000
758,000
320,000
183,000
7,369,000
2,840,000
$32,685,000

We used $32,388,000 for:
agricultural work
emergency assistance
economic and technical assistance
educational work
health work
social services
religious and peace work
Ten Thousand Villages activities _
support and fund raising activities
material resources distributed
TOTAL spending was

3,310,000
1,255,000
1,221,000
2,308,000
918,000
1,978,000
2,914,000
6,225,000
2,209,000
10,050,000
$32,388,000

Net assets increased by

$297,000

We received $23,365,000 from:
donations, relief sales and thrift shops
the Canadian International Development Agency _
projects that earn revenue
sales of Ten Thousand Villages items
donations and grants for food distribution
(Canadian Foodgrains Bank)
TOTAL income was
We used $2,723,000 for:
programs in Canada _
assistance to the Kanadier Mennonites ;
general administration
We used $20,939,000 for overseas work:
to ship food overseas (Canadian Foodgrains Bank)
to pay the Ten Thousand Villages producers and
get their crafts to stores
to support the relief and development work
of Mennonite Central Committee
TOTAL spending was
Net assets were reduced by '

$7,358,000
3,219,000
673,000
2,316,000
9,799,000
$23,365,000

$1,093,000
562,000
1,068,000
10,384,000
2,951,000
7,604,000
$23,662,000
$297,000

1

includes the sale of low German books and newspapers for the
Kanadier Mennonites as well as reimbursement from projects in
Atlantic Canada
2
conservative colony Mennonites in Canada and Mexico with whom
we work
3
we shipped grain this year that we had received the end of last year
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Sitting near a mountain of rattan
baskets, CCAP employee, Rolando
Reginaldo, finishes another project.
His job allows him to support his wife
and two children. MCC photo by
Kristen Yoder.

Artisans contribute to their communities
For many people in the world, having enough food, clothing and shelter is something to dream about and work
toward. Ten Thousand Villages (formerly SELFHELP
Crafts of the World), a job creation program of MCC, sells
handicrafts from under- or unemployed artisans in some 30
countries to help make this dream a reality.
The ability to feed a family, send children to school
and provide health care gives families
security and stability. On average,
$1,200 U.S. in retail sales through Ten
Thousand Villages provides the equivalent of full-time work for one year to
an artisan, says director Paul Myers.
TEN THOUSAND
Through the sale of their handicrafts,
more than 60,000 artisans (most of
whom work part-time at handicraft
production) were helped to move toward the goal of having enough in 1996. Ten Thousand Villages is one of the
largest alternative trading organizations in North America.
"North American shoppers can buy crafts similar to
those we sell in an increasing number of other shops,"
notes Myers. "But those who want their purchases to
enrich the lives of artisans overseas should buy Ten
Thousand Villages crafts."
The Community Crafts Association of the
Philippines (CCAP) is just one example of how orders from
Ten Thousand Villages change lives. Started in 1973 to
help the country's urban and rural poor, CCAP's main goal
is to assist member groups to become self-reliant and contribute to their communities. Residents of a small village in
Pangasinan province are working together to accomplish
that. Artisans here weave a variety of items including rat-
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tan baskets and Christmas ornaments made from abaca
plant fibers. With earnings through Ten Thousand Villages
and similar organizations, and with help from CCAP, they
have organized a savings plan. The plan makes it possible
for them to buy a large volume of rice, which they then
make available to members for an affordable price. This
volume buying also helps insulate villagers from rice shortages that have plagued the area in recent times. •

Distribution of U.S. and Canadian
retail sales dollars in us dollars
Retail value of sales .

$12,792,000

Cost of making those sales:
retailing costs
purchasing crafts from artisans,
freight/brokerage fees
marketing/information
warehouse costs
administration
.
Our total expenses were.

5,499,000
3,492,000
826,000
1,061,000
1,272,000
1,257,000
$13,407,000

Our deficit was
$615,000
The deficit is due to a large inventory write-off in Canada and lower than
anticipated sales in both Canada and the United States.

